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Remember, much of the search for the Ivory-Billed Woodpecker has been done by boat.
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Documentary Film
Film: BEFORE THE FLOOD
Date:

February 7, 2017

Time:

7:00 p.m.

Location: Illinois Wesleyan University
Room C101, Center for Natural Science (CNS), 201
E. Beecher Street (just east of Main St.) in
Bloomington. Parking is available in the lot just
north of the CNS on the corner of E. Beecher Street
and N. East Street.

JWP Audubon and the Illinois Wesleyan University (IWU) Environmental Studies Program will
co-sponsor a screening of actor and environmental activist Leonardo DiCaprio’s documentary
film Before the Flood. The film, which will be shown at 7 p.m. on February 7 at IWU in CNS
room C101, will be followed by a short facilitated discussion. Before the Flood follows
DiCaprio’s travels around the world to examine the effects of climate change and to learn about
possible ways to prevent catastrophic disruption of life on Earth as we know it. During his
journey, he speaks with such influential figures as President Barack Obama, Pope Francis, and
tech innovator Elon Musk.
www.jwp-audubon.org

Facebook: JWP Audubon

Field Trips and Programs

Winter 2016

Field Trips and Bird Walks

Field Trip – Sunday March 19

Every fall and spring JWP offers two field trips and Ewing Park
Bird Walks for the enjoyment of those seasons’ migrations.
Upcoming spring events will be posted in the next newsletter.

Evergreen Lake/Lake Bloomington
Field trip leader- Dave Weth

Programs
Adlai E. Stevenson Memorial Lecture Series
Illinois Wesleyan University will host the Adlai E. Stevenson
Memorial Lecture Series. This academic year, there will be two
distinguished speakers: Gro Brundtland, former Prime Minister
of Norway; and Felipe Calderon, former President of Mexico. In
tribute to Stevenson’s 1965 pathbreaking speech on issues
relevant to the environment, both speakers will address aspects
of climate change.

Thursday, February 23, 2017, 7:30 p.m.
Dr. Gro Brundtland will deliver her primary address at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, February 23, 2017 in Westbrook Auditorium,
IWU. Dr. Brundtland was the first female prime minister of
Norway, serving three terms (1981, 1986-88 & 1990-1996). In
addition, she served as the Director-General of the World Health
Organization from 1998 to 2003. Dr. Brundtland chaired the
World Commission on Environment and Development, known as
the the Brundtland Commission, which popularized the concept
of sustainable development in its landmark report, “Our Common
Future.” Their recommendations provided the momentum for
the United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. Dr.
Brundtland has gained international recognition as a leader on
key global challenges, the environment, human rights,
sustainable development, and global security issues.

Thursday, March 23, 2017, 7:30 p.m.
President Felipe Calderon will give his primary address
on Thursday, March 23, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in Westbrook
Auditorium. Calderon served as President of Mexico from 2006
to 2012. Previously, he was Mexico's Secretary of Energy (and as
such chaired the boards of state-owned petroleum and power
companies PEMEX and CFE) and director of Banobras (National
Bank of Public Works and Services). Currently he is a member of
the Advisory Council of the World Business Council for
Sustainable Development (WBCSD), member of the Board of the
World Resources Institute and chairman of the Global
Commission on the Economy and Climate. He has been honored
as a world leader on environmental issues, and is founder and
president of the Sustainable Human Development Foundation,
where he works to analyze and propose viable policy alternatives
for Mexico and promote low carbon development alternatives for
the world. Additional details on each event will be online closer
to the date of the event.

Come and enjoy the start of the spring birding
season! Join us on a field trip to Evergreen Lake
and Lake Bloomington where our focus will be on
migratory waterfowl coming through our area.
Some of my favorite birding areas will be visited
along the way. Bring your field guides, binoculars
and scopes if you have them. We will meet on the
south end of Evergreen (near the archery area at
E. 2300 North Rd. and N. 1300 East Rd.) at 8:00
a.m. and venture out from there. We will drive to
other areas around the lake as well as to Lake
Bloomington. You are free to leave at any point.

Featured Bird of the Month

Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis
Conservation Status: Declined serious in many areas
with loss of habitat and nesting sites. Recent
decades has seen an increase undoubtedly with
conservation efforts like those listed at right.
Family: Thrushes
Habitat: Open country and scattered trees; farms,
roadsides.
Feeding: Forages by perching low and fluttering
down to ground to catch insects, often hovering or
catching in mid-air. Feeds on berries.
Range: Its total range extends south to Nicaragua.

Baby bluebirds in nestbox. Chatsworth Schools are doing
their part to strengthen populations (see article at right).

Conservation
CHATSWORTH BLUEBIRD
PROJECT TAKES FLIGHT
CHATSWORTH, IL - An exciting community project has
taken shape in the small the town of Chatsworth,
Illinois, in southeastern Livingston County. Years ago,
a fourth grader wrote a report on the beautiful
“bluebird.” This area resident had the dream of
consistently seeing bluebirds on her family’s farm.
Prior to the Chatsworth High School consolidating into
the Prairie Central School district in 1985, the high
school mascot was the “Chatsworth Bluebird.” With
this memory and nostalgia, earlier this year (2016),
someone came forward to help realize her dream.
A generous anonymous donation of 36 bluebird houses
has inspired the community to come together and
bring more real live Eastern bluebirds into the
Chatsworth area. Area residents are jumping on board,
getting excited, and at last count over 100 bluebird
houses have been installed in town and all over the
countryside.
In March, students from area schools researched the
habitat, nesting & feeding of these small, beautiful blue,
orange-breasted birds. They learned that erecting two
houses not too far apart may increase the chance of
getting a bluebird, since tree swallows also like these
houses but will avoid the houses if there are tree
swallow neighbors. They learned that bluebirds feed
on insects, caterpillars, spiders, mealworms and small
berries. The homes should be placed in a semigrassland area with scattered trees and short ground
cover for easy prey visibility.
With the support of the Chatsworth Citizen’s Advisory
Board (CAB), county board members Joe Steichen and
Paul Ritter, also a high school science teacher at PTHS,
coordinated the placement and erection of these
bluebird houses throughout the community with the
help of dedicated students and some participating
residents. Other area teachers participating are Jodee
Ritter of CHS, Scott Saffer, a science teacher from PCJHS
and Laura Baumgardner, the Lifeskills teacher PTHS.

Welcome to the Flock

“This project is about the community pulling together
to experience something that can be enjoyed by
everyone. The bluebird is native to our area, is the old
CHS mascot, and it is near and dear to our hearts. With
the diminished population of these beautiful little birds,
our community effort is not only a great thing for our
residents but also for our environment,” says Richard
Runyon, mayor of Chatsworth and member of the
Citizen’s Advisory Board.
A celebration, sponsored by the Citizen’s Advisory
Board, was held at the Chatsworth American Legion to
recognize the students and teachers on Saturday, March
12, 2016. All of the classes at the Chatsworth
Elementary School joined in to create decorations for
the event. Public attendance was welcomed and
encouraged! That Saturday, approximately 150
attended the Bluebird Celebration. Hand-painted
bluebird plaques were awarded to the teachers and
students who participated in the placement and
erection of the houses. It was a fun time of community
fellowship.
In May, 2016, the mayor of Chatsworth made a
proclamation that all Chatsworth Elementary students
are official “Bluebirds!” “We have had a lot of fun with
this project,” says Mayor Runyon.
“As the year progressed, more folks jumped on board
and wanted to install their own birdhouses,” continued
Runyon. “Folks from Strawn, Forrest, Piper City and
Fairbury are also interested in this project. Our local
Corner Hardware store has been stocking bluebird
house kits complete with conduit and rebar to erect
them. One of the greatest aspects of this project is that
it involves the children, and it gives everyone in the
community something to look forward to each spring.”
Throughout the summer, bluebirds were spotted at
various locations. Several nests were built and eggs
were laid, a few babies hatched and fledged! It was an
exciting beginning for Chatsworth. Now residents are
looking forward to the spring of 2017 for a Bluebird
Festival and the birth of more bluebirds!

For more information, contact Richard Runyon, mayor
of Chatsworth, at (815) 674-5497 or email him at
New John Wesley Powellrarunyon@frontier.com.
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I only went out for a walk, and finally concluded to stay out till sundown, for going
out, I found, was really going in.

John Muir
Feb 23
Thurs

PROGRAM: Dr. Gro Brundtland will deliver her primary address on climate
change issues and the environment at 7:30 p.m. in Westbrook Auditorium,
Illinois Wesleyan University. See page 2 for details.

Mar 23
Thurs

PROGRAM: President Felipe Calderon will speak on climate change at 7:30p.m.
in Westbrook Auditorium, Illinois Wesleyan University. See page 2 for details.

Feb 7
Tues

FILM: Before the Flood at 7:00 p.m. Illinois Wesleyan University, Center for
Natural Science’s Room C101. See Page 1 for details and parking.

Mar 19
Sun

FIELD TRIP: Evergreen Lake/Lake Bloomington, Field trip leader- Dave Weth.
Meet at the south end of Lake Evergreen at the archery area (E. 2300 North
Rd. and N. 1300 East Rd.) at 8:00 a.m. See page 2 for details.
John Wesley Powell Audubon events are in bold print.

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK Communicate, share thoughts, sightings and ideas. Join
our online community today and be notified of daily sightings, see beautiful
photography, and receive alerts to programs and environmental actions. Share your
information easily and get fast feedback to questions from our other members. To
join, search: “JWP Audubon” on Facebook and click “Join”. If you have any problems
joining, feel free to contact Matthew Winks, Field Trip Co-Chair at fluidfive@gmail.com

JWP Audubon board meetings are held monthly from September to May, with the exception of December. There are many volunteer opportunities and
members are always welcome and encouraged to join in a variety of committees – whatever amount of time you can give. To find out how to become
more involved in your chapter contact any of the officers listed at the left of this page.

